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CONSIDERATIONS 


ON A 


COMPREHENSION, 


OR 


UNION of PROTESTANTS, Ks 


EING ſenſible that the Subje@-Matter of wet 
Papers is of a very delicate Nature, and knowing 
how difficult and dangerous it is to encounter with 
the powerful Influence of Prejudice and Prepoſſeſ- 

ſion, the Author thinks it — in order to 
anticipate or prevent the fatal Effects of ſuch unhappy Con- 
ceptions, previouſly to declare, that he neither is, nor ever 
was a Diſſenter, but has always conformed to the Church 
of England, whoſe Doctrine and Worſhip, in * ys he 
verily believes to be the moſt orthodox, pure, an 

of any Chriſtian Church now in being. But then he would 
obſerve, in the Words of the learned, candid, and ingenu- 
ous Dr. Rogers, (wheſe Zeal and hearty Affaction for wor 
Church Eftabliſhed was never queſtioned) who ſpeaking 

the Lawfulneſs of our Terms of Communion,  <* — Boy 
ledges for himſelf, and (ſays he) I may for the greater Part 
of my Brethren, that we judge out — itution 
might, in many Reſpects, be altered for the better: 5ome 
2 we fee Defects in one Part, and ſome in ano- 

And a Rumour prevailing, that Overtures have been 

made for a Comprehenſion or Union among IIs 


® Perſuaſive to 3 p-. 37. 
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as would be for the real Honour and Advantage of the 


(2) 

was willing to offer my Mite in Favour of ſo Chriſtian à 
Deſign; a Deſign, truly laudable in itſelf, exactly conform- 
able to the many moving Exhortations of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, naturally tending to promote and encreaſe Bro- 
therly Love and Charity, and which will alſo be ſuch a Secu- 
rity to our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment both in Church and 
State, by uniting ProteAants in one holy Communion, as 
that it may be deemed an invincible Bulwark and Safeguard 
againit Popery and the Pretender, whenever it ſhall pleaſe 
Divine Providence to permit its Accompliſhment. 

It muſt be confeſſed, the diſcuſſing of Points fo intereſt- 
ing, curious, and tender, ſhould have been executed by a 
Perſon of ſuperior Abilities ; but however imperfect or de- 
ficient this Performance may be, yet as my ſole Intentions 
are to promote Peace, Love, and Unity; to advance the 
Glory, and enlarge the Borders of our Church, and that 
only by juſt and lawful Methods; if theſe my poor Endea- 
vours do but animate and excite ſome more able Hand, to 


appear an Advocate for ſo commendable an Enterprize, that 


Conſideration alone will afford me a great inward SatisfaQti- 


on, and amply reward all my Labour and Pains. 


In order to remove the Prejudices of ſome, and to influ- 


ence the Zeal and Affection of others, to approve of, and 
engage in the Deſign of a Comprehenſion, thereby to unite 


and ſtrengthen the Prote/tant Intereſt, I apprehend the fol- 
lowing 


ethod may be highly expedient. 
Firſt, To evince and prove that the Deſign of promoting 


a greater Union amongſt Proteſtants, by a Comprehenſion, 
is not only lawful and deſirable in itſelf, but has been parti- 
cularly approved of and recommended by ſeveral eminent 


and Divines of our Church. 
Secondly, To obſerve what thoſe Differences and Matters 


in Diſpute are, which chiefly occaſion the Diſſenters to ſe- 


parate from us. c 
Thirdly, To propoſe ſuch Alterations in Things neceſſary, 


Church of England to have altered and amended, even with- 
out any Regard to a Comprehenſion, or Favour to the Diſ- 


ſenters. 


That Concord and Union amongſt Chriſtians is a Goſpel 
Duty, no one can doubt, who is in the leaſt converſant in 
the Holy Scriptures, Whether you have (fays Dr. Rogers, 

in 


(3) 

in his Addreſs to the Diſſenters ) ©** complied with this 
Duty or not, will beſt appear by conſidering what Union the 
Scriptures require from us, and by what Methods we are 
obliged to promote it. And Firft, It is agreed, that the 
Precepts of the Goſpel require an Union of Love and Cha- 
rity amongſt its Diſciples, a Tenderneſs of Affection, a Rea- 
dineſs to perform all Offices of Humanity and Benevolence 
towards each other ; in ſhort, to be ſtudious of the Peace 
and Intereſts of our Brethren, and do all in our power to 
promote them. But, Secondly, a more ſpecial Union is en- 
Joined us as Chriſtians, that we have one Faith, one Baptiſm, 
Epbeſ. iv. 5, 6. acknowledge and worſhip one God and Fa- 
ther of all, and one Mediator Chriſt Feſus. I hope, Brethren, 
that in theſe Points there is no Difference between us ; that 
you worſhip the ſame God, truſt in the ſame Redeemer, 
acknowledge the fame Sacraments, and profeſs the ſame 
Creed and Articles that we do. But, Thirdly, there is ſtill 
a farther Union required from a Communication with each 
other in the outward Offices and Ordinances of Religion, 
As this is the Point in which it is our Unhappineſs to be di- 
vided, I beg Leave to offer it more particularly to your At- 
tention.?? | 

No your Obligation to this Union might appear to 
you, conſidered only as the moſt effectual Means to culti- 
vate that Love and Charity which the Goſpel in general re- 
22 _— Chriftians; and I may add, the Peace and 

appineſs of the Civil Society to which we belong, for the 
Promotion of theſe is alſo an unqueſtionable Duty of our 
Religion. How fatal a Tendency Diviſions in Religion have 
to alienate Men's Hearts from each other, how naturally 
they produce Strife and Variance, how much they put it in 
the power of ambitious Men to divide us into ſecular Fac- 
tions and Parties, how deſtructive they are of public Peace 
and private Charity, needs no other Proof than our own and 
our Fathers Experience; and conſequently, being united in 
Religious Communion, is, in the ſame Proportion, an ef- 
fectual Means to prevent and cure theſe Evils, and to pro- 
mote that Love and Charity, that Peace and Happineſs which 
they deſtroy. If then it be our Duty, by all lawful Means, 
to promote theſe good Ends, it is our Duty, fo far as law- 


Perſuaßve to Conformity, p. 4. 
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fully we may, to bo united in religious Communion, - as 2 
Means the moſt conducive. to them. This Argument) 


therefore, will infer our Obligation to be joine in religious 


Communion, if it. ks poſſe, and as far as lies in us; and, 


doubtleſs, the Divine Wiſdom had theſe happy Effects in 
View, when he commanded it.? 5 = 
In what Acts this religious Communion conſiſts, we 
may collect from Scripture. Of the firſt Converts to the 
Chriftian Church we read, that — they continued fledfaft in 
the Apoſtles Dotirine and Fellowſhip, and in breaking f read, 
and in Prayer, Acts ii, 42. i. e. they continued firm a 
undivided in the Belief and Profeſſion of that Doctrine which 
the Apoſtles taught, united in one Fellauship, Society, or 
Church, over which they preſided; and teſtified this Union 
by communicating with them and each other in Prayer, and 


receiving together the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper.— 


What was the Duty of thoſe firſt Chriſtians, remains a Duty 
to all Chriſtians unto the End of the World.“. If fuch 
Union be a Duty founded on plain Precepts of the Goſpel, 
.a Breach of this DE where it can he preſerved, muſt be 
a Sin; which Sin has obtained the Name of Schiſm, or Di- 
8 

This Reaſoning is very ſtrong and concluſive, to prove, 
not only the Tau alscle but even Neceſſity of an Union a- 
mong Prote/tants; and is ſtill of greater Weight, under the 
Authority produced, to influence the Members of the Church 
of England to promote and endeavour at ſuch an Union; 
in like Manner as he deſigned it ſhould, be to the Diſſenters. 
And.it is with a View to anſwer bath theſe Purpoſes, that 
I have made this Extract from him. | 
Archbiſhop ate, * Sermon * exhorting to Union and 
mutual Charity, expreſſes himſelf much in the ſame Man- 
ner: Says his Grace, Tis certain, that amidſt all our 


other Diviſions, we are yet on all Sides agreed on whatſo- 


ver is fundamental in the Faith, or neceſſary to be believed 
and profeſſed by us, in order to our Salvation; there is no 
good Frotęſiant but what does firmly believe all the Articles 
of the Apoſtles Creed, and embraces the Holy Scriptures as 
the Word of God, and Rule of his, Faith; the Difference 
between thoſe Errors for which we ſeparate ſrom the Church 


* Preached heſore King William and Queen Mary, 1689 
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Rome, and thoſe Gantroverfics which ſometi 
2 bra „are, t n Naeh of 


Fat ares that. the former arg in Matien 
the grea | onfequence j ſuch as tend directly to Ferthrow 
the egi of Faith, and the Purity, of our Worlhip ;, and 
therefore ſuch as are in their own Nature 1 of the 
very Effentials of Chriſſianity; whereas our Differences do 
not at all concern the Foundations either of Faith or Wor- 
ſhip.—I cannot ſee, why ge whg are ſo 


u i 
ther in a common Profeſſion of the ſame At kel 
Th Ri i Ad a Points of it, ſhould not alſo be 
united in the ſame common ip of God,” And, after 
3 the Purity of our Doctrine, and Innocency of 
our Worſhip, he then adds: | Tr e 
<« But ſince Mens Scruples are unaccountable, and; after 
all that can be ſaid, they will ſtill differ, even about indiffe- 
rent Things, and be afraid many Times where no Fear is; 
and a too long Experience has already ſhewn ua, that if ever 
we mean to accompliſh that Union ſo much recommended 
to us by our Apoſtle St. Paul, ſo advantageous to the Church 
at all Times, but eſpecially at this Time ſo neceſſary to 
our Peace, and to our Eſtabliſhment, that it ſeems to be 
the only way that yet remains to ſettle and ſecure us; and, 
upon all theſe Accounts, ſo much to be defired by all good 
Men; we muſt ſeek it by that Rule which St. Paul propoſed 
to the diſſenting Chriftians; Me then that are ſirong in the 
Faith, ought to bear the Infirmities of the weak, and nat to 
pleaſe ourſelves, I cannot but think it a Reflection becom - 
ing every good Chriſtian, but, in a more eſpecial Manner, 
worthy the Conſideration of ſuch an Auditory as this, whe- 
ther ſomething may not yet be done for the ſake of Peace, 
and to bring Things to ſuch a Temper, that both Order 
and Decency may till be preſerved, and yet our Unity no 
longer broken.---Such a bleſſed Union as this would conduce 
to the Glory of God, the Security of our Religion, and to 
the Promotion of Peace, and Charity, and Piety among us. 
I need not ſay what a Diſhonour our Diviſions have N 
brought to the Reformation; nor what a Stop they ha 
put to the Progreſs of it; and methinks there ſhould need 
no other Argument to ſtir up every true Friend to the Name 
of Proteſtant, to endeavour all he can to compoſe our Dif- 
ferences, than this one Thing, that we are ſufficiently con- 
vinced who they are that we pleaſe, and whoſe Intereſts we 
ſerve, by the Continuance of them.“ | There 


* 
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There is à remarkable Paſſage in a Letter writ in Defence 
of the Bill for uniting Protgſſante, in 1689. referred to by 
Archbiſhop Hale, when Biſhop of Lincoln, in his Speech on 
SacheverePs Trial, in 1710. not impertinent to the Occaſion. 
% As for the French and German, and other foreign Chri- 

lian of the Reformed Religion; I am well affured, both 
by Converſation, and Letters lately ſent from Holland, Ge- 
neva,” Switzerland, and other Places, (not to peak of the 
Churches of the Lut heran Communion, which write the 
fame) that they look upon the Church of England, at this 
Time, s the Center o . Unity; and eſteem the 
Conditions propoſed in this Bill, (which have been commu- 
nicated to them) as Terms full of Chriſtian Moderation, 
and fit for the uniting of Protgſtants. Wn 
The fame go Bifhr „ upon another Occaſion, + thus 
expreſſes mſelf'; ©* We ſhould not only labour to eſtabliſh 
2 happy Unity among onrſelves at Home, but as becomes 
x'People'profeling itſelf the Head of the Protęſtant Intereſt, 
we ſhould endeavour yet farther to unite all the Reformed 
Churches and States abroad, in the ſtricteſt Bonds of Love 
and Peace: Oh ! that T might add of Church Communion 
too, both among themſelves, and with us; as our ſureſt 
ce againſt our common Enemies.” 5 

Archbiſhop Sharp, ' lamenting our unhappy Differences 
and Diffentions, breaks forth in a holy Extaſy ; t ©* Oh! 
would to God ſome Balm could be found for the Healing of 
thoſe Wounds. Is it not Pity, that we who are all of one 
Religion, and do equally profeſs an Averſion to the Tyran- 
ny and Corruptions, and Superſtitions of the Church of 
Rome, ſhould yet be at ſuch Diſtance from one another, 
that we cannot worſhip God together? Notwithſtandi 

our little Differences in Opinion, it is hard we cannot Ki 
agree in the common Terms of worſhipping God, and 
partaking of his Sacraments ; eſpecially, ſince we all ac- 
knowledge that we agree in more Things than are preciſely 
needful for the carrying us to Heaven. Certain it is, no- 
thing is more preſſed in the New Teſtament, than this 
Unity and Communion amongſt Chriſtians.---Oh! that God 


* Kennet's Compleat Hiſt. Vol. III. p. 588. in the Notes. 
+ erm. before King George I. 1715. 
t Serm. Vol. VI. p. 29, 30. 
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would be pleafed to affect all thoſe who profeſs his Religion 
in the Truth and m_ of it, with a deep and lively Senſe 
of theſe Things:---Ineſtimable, indeed, are the Benefits that 
would accrue thereby, both to the Church and State, and to 
every one of us in particular.---By this Means we ſhould re- 
move the: Scandals that our Diyiſions give to the Enemies 
of our Religion, and ſhould diſappoint them of the moſt con- 
ſiderable Advantages they have againſt us, for. the making 
Proſelytes to their Party.“ ar e 

And Dr. Gibſon, the preſent Biſhop of London, aſſures us, 
* „ that it has always been an avowed Maxim with him, 
that amidft ſo great DiſaffeQions, as we have ſeen, and do 
ſtill ſee, that nothing can preſerve our Succeſſion in the Pro- 
teſtant Line, but Unanimity among thoſe who have ever ap- 
peared its faſt Friends, indeed, _ not in Profeſſion only 
thoſe who neither mean the Pretender themſelves, nor have 
ever liſted under them that did. This he has always declared 
and enforced in the moſt open and public Manner, when- 
ever Opportunity fell in his Way,” | | 


DORN 1 | 
© Give me Leave to add, (ſays his Lordſhip). that the 


Unanimity which is here repreſented as the ſureſt Founda- 
tion of Safety to the State, is the ſame that was enforced as 


the beſt Means of enlarging and ſirengthening the Church, by 


no leſs Authority than that of Archbiſhop Sanrcroft ; and this 
not in a haſty and private Manner, but upon the moſt ma- 
ture Deliberation, and among the Articles of Direction ſo- 
lemnly tranſmitted to the Biſhops and Clergy of his Province, 
in the Year 1688. the Eleventh of which is, 9 ˙ 


That they walk in Wiſdom towards thoſe who are not 


of our Communion; more eſpecially, that they have a very 


tender Regard to our Brethren. the Proteſtant Diſſenters ; 
that upon Occaſion offered, they viſit them at their Houſes, 
and receive them kindly at their own, and treat them fairly 
wherever they meet them, if it may be, to a full Compli- 
ance with our Church; and that they warmly and moſt af- 
fectionately exhort them to join with us, in daily fervent 
Prayer to the God of Peace, for an univerſal bleſſed Union of 
all reformed Churches, both at Heme and Abroad, againft our 
common Enemies; and that all they who do confeſs the holy 
Name of our dear Lord, and do agree in the Truth of his 
holy Word, may alſo meet in one holy Communion, and live 
in perfet? Unity and Godly Leue.“ 50.5.4 T 


" Ny VG; 3 S4 4 , * y <6 Theſe 
* Pieface to four Sermons, pag. 15. 18. 1719. 
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. Theſe Directions (fays the Biſhop of London) were pub- 
liſhed by that learned Prelate, a few Months before the Re- 
volution happened; and yet how inhumanly were his two 
great Sueceſſors & treated, or rather perſecuted, as Enemies 
and Betrayers of the Church, only for purſuing thoſe Directi- 
en; having no other Crime, but the endeavouring to culti- 
vate a good Underſtanding among Proteſtants, at home and 
ghroad;; as the only Means, . ſupport the Church 
of England, and the whole Proteſtant 2 4 inſt the De- 
y. For to ſay,” thr a Deſign in 
itſelf ſo pious and was not to be attempted with- 
out under and endangering the Churth o Fol England, is # 

auch which our — be has not deſerv 
rom hence it evidently appears, that the preſent Biſhop 
25 Landon highly approves of a Comprebenſion or Union with 
Diſſenters, 4 is what he has always declared and inforced in 
—_— open and public Manner, whenever nity fell in 
ay ; as the only Meant, under God, to the Church 
of England, and the whole 4 851 here t, againſt the 

2 and Attempts of Popery 

And a learned modern 8 having evinced the Ne- 
ceflity of an Union, by ſeveral good Reaſons, ſays, Our 
Differences are neither about Faith nor Manners ; we all 
believe in one and the ſame God, hope to be ſaved by one 
and the fame Redeemer, deſire to be ſanctified by one and 
the ſame Sanctifier, receive one and the ſame Scriptures, aſ- 
{ent to the ſame Do&trines, acknowledge the Neceflity of 
the ſame Duties. Our Diſputes are only about leſſer Mat- 
ters, which might be eafily compoſed and ſettled, if managed 
by Men of Prudence and Moderation 1.“ 

I hope the Reaſoning and Arguments that have been pro- 
duced under the Sanction of ſo great Authorities, expreſſed 
in their own Words, will be ſufficient to prove the Law- 
fulneſs, the Piety, and abſolute Neceſſity, of an Union a- 
mong Proteftants at all Times. And it ſhould be remarked, 
that the Motives to ſuch an Union ſeverally urged by theſe 
learned and eminent Prelates of our Church, are taken 
from, and enforced by either plain Precepts of the Goſ- 
pel, + or recommended to us by St. Paul, or, as the 

* 

+ 


Tillotſon and Teni/on. 
Biſhops Sharp and Wake. 
2 Lord Kings Hiſtory of the three firſt Centuries. : 
ont, 
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enly Means, under God, to fupport the Church of England, 
and the whole Protęſtant Intereft, againſt the Dem and At- 
tempts of Papery, and as the ſureſt Defence againſt our com- 
mon.Enemies . And what more powerful Arguments 
can be urged or defired to influence: every Member of the 
Church of England, as well as Diſſenters of all Denomina- 
tions, to promote, join in, and facilitate a Comprehenſion, 
or Union among Proteftants. The Reaſoning is equall 

ſtrong, concluſtve, and obligatory on both Parties, and ck 
ought to contribute their Endeavours to effect it. For, as 
Dr. Rogers judiciouſly obſerves, there is doubtleſs a ſin- 
ful Separation between us, a Breach of that ſpiritual Union 
and Bond of Peace, which Chriſtian Religion, preſcribes, 
and on whom the Guilt. of it lies, it concerns us on both 
Sides to enquire; and let me add, endeavour to heal and 


T „ em ante a. huwurrgy eononss 
Such a bleſſed Union is ſo far 


e from ring the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church, or our preſent Conſtitution, that it will, 
in the Opinion of theſe great Men tend to its greater Secu 
rity and Preſervation, | alſo *© conduce to the Glory of God, 


to the . of Peace, Charity, and among us. 
And tho' it muff be confeſfed that the general of the 


Arguments produced on the Occaſion, are calculated and 
were intended to perſuade and prevail on Diſſenters to con- 
form to the Eſtabliſned Church in its preſent Conſtitution, 
yet let me be permitted to aſæ, what Harm could enſue to 
the Church of England, were the Terms of Communion 
rendered more eaſy, and leſs liable to Objection ) eſpecially, 
as Dr. Rogers candidly ons, chat if any Diſſenter 
is perſuaded in his Mind, that the Terms of Communion 
vhich our Church requires from him, are ſinful, he can- 
not, while that Perſuaſion continues, innocently act againſt 
it.“ T: | #43 iv, 607 ent 

e TI would not beunderſtood to mean any Alteration in our 
Eftabliſhment, but in ſuch Things as are declared to be al- 
terable by the Church itſelf. And if things alterable, be 
altered upon the Grounds of Prudence and Charity; if 
Things defective be ſupplyed, and Things abuſed be reſtored 
to their proper Uſe; and Things of a more ordinary Compo- 


* Biſhops Sancroft, Wake, London. „ate 
1 Regers's Addreſs to Diſſenters, p. 10. 24. 


T Ibid, 
C ſition, 
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fition, be reviſed and improved, whilſt the Doctrine, Go- 
vernment, and Worſhip of the Church remain entire in all 
the ſubſtantial Parts of them; we have all Reaſon to believe 
(ſays Archbiſhop Wake *) that this will be ſo far from in- 
juring the Church, that, on the contrary, it will receive 2 
very great Benefit by it; and, I hope, it will not be 
thought any Crime, for the Biſhops and Clergy of our 
Church, to be willing to enlarge its Communion by any Me- 
thods, which may be likely to gain others, and yet not injure 
our own Eſtabliſhment.” For as the eminently pious and 
Chriſtian Prelate Biſhop Bradford charitably expreſſes him- 
ſelf, on the Occaſion f, What ſhould hinder amongſt 
Proteſtants, but that the ſame Terms upon which a Man 
becomes a Chriſtian, the ſame upon which he is made a 
Member of Chriſt, a Child of God, and an Inheritor of the 
Kingdom of Heaven ; ſhould at the ſame Time qualify bim 
for being admitted to the Comniunion of any of theſe 
Churches? Why ſhould any truly Chriſtian Church exclude 
from it's Communion, any ſuch Perſon, as we have Reaſon 
to believe our Lord will not exclude from his heaven] 
Kingdom, according to the Terms of the Goſpel.” This 
brings me, 

24ly, To obſerve, what thoſe Differences and Matters in 
Diſpute are, which chiefly occaſion the Diſſenters to ſepa- 
rate from us. 

From what has been already offered, it is very clear and 
evident, that our Diſputes are not about the Eſſentials of 
Religion; but that We are on all Sides agreed on what- 
ſoever is fundamental in the Faith, or neceſſary to be be- 
lieved and profeſſed by us in order to our Salvation. There 
is no good Proteſtant, but does firmly believe all the Articles 
of the Apoſtles Creed, and embraces the Holy Scriptures as 
the Word of God, and Rule of his Faith ||.” And the 
Biſhop of London alſo aſſures us, That it will appear, that 
the ſeveral Denommations of Chriſtians agree, both in the 
Subſtance of Religion, and in the neceflary Inforcements of 
the Practice of it 1˙ꝛ . Our Differences are about leſſer 
Matters, and a melancholy Conſideration it is, that ſuch 


Sachewerel's Trial, 8 vo Edit. p. 213. 
+ Sermon before the King, Jau. 10, 1717. 
ads. 
+ Second. Paſtoral Letter, p. 24. 
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Things as are either in their own Nature indifferent, or are 
only Points of mere Speculation, or concerning the Modes 
and external Parts of Worſhip, ſhould have produced ſuch 
Wrath and Bitterneſs, Strife and Contention among us, as 
ſhamefully tends to the Reproach and Diſhonour of our 
common per ; and which ſhould excite in us all, a 
religious Zeal and fincere Inclination to uſe our utmoſt En- 
deavours to heal our Diviſions, and remove the Partition- | 
Wall that ſeparates us, that we may unite in one common | 
Bond of Faith, Love, Charity, and holy Communion. | 
The chief Objections made by the diſſenting Laity | 
againſt conforming to the Church of England, may I think | 
| 

| 


be reduced to theſe following Particulars. A Set Form of 
Prayer; or, at leaſt, the Impropriety of the preſent Li- 
turgy. The Uſe of God-Fathers and God-mothers. The 
Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, and kneeling at the Sacrament | 
Theſe are all, or the moſt material Points that are urged | 
and inſiſted on, by the diſſenting Laity, in Favour of their | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Separation from us. What concerns miniſterial Confor- 
mity ſhall be afterwards briefly conſidered. 

As to Forms of Prayer, I can by no means agree to give 
that Point up ; fince their Lawfulneſs may be proved from 
Scripture ; and for near 600 Years after Chriſt, we have 
ſufficient Teſtimony of their being publickly uſed. Nay 
Calvin, who prayed extempore after his Lecture, always uſed 
a Form before it. Beſides, this Objection lies equally ſtrong 
againſt the foreign Reformed Churches, as againſt ours, who 
have all of them, even Geneva itſelf, a public Liturgy. 
And permit me to obſerve, that Diſſenters themſelves are 
as much confined to a Form in their Prayers, as we are, 
tho' not always to the ſame; for they muſt join in the 
Words of their Miniſter, which is as much a Form to them, 
as ours is to us; but with this great Difference, that we 
may conſider our Forms before-hand, acquaint ourſelves 
with their Meaning, and be ſatisfied in the Lawfulneſs of 
every Petition ; whereas they muſt immediately join there- 
in, without any previous Examination. The Propriety of 
the Matter, and the Decency of the Expreſſion in the 
Prayers which they join in, are left wholly to the Diſcretion 
of the Miniſter, in the Uſe of which they muft implicitly 
follow him. And tho* nothing improper ſhould be deli- 
vered, yet thro' the quick Succeſſion of one Sentence to an- 
other, many Expreſſions muſt naturally cfcape that due 
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Conſideration which is required previous to our joining there- 
in, and ſaying Amen. 

But the lawfulneſs of Forms of Prayer is even admitted by 
a modern, furious, bigotted Zealot for Nonconformity *, who 
ſays, ©* The Diſſenters recommend Forms of Prayer to all 
who need them ; and ſeveral of their Miniſters have pub- 
liſhed a Variety of Forms of Devotion, for the Benefit of 
ſuch People; nay, to ſhew their Deſire of Union, and ma- 
nifeſt their Readineſs for the Church's Peace, to conform 
in every Reſpect wherein they may without ſinning, they 
conſented 40 uſe a public Liturgy, if purged from Error, 


and adapted to the general State of Chriſtians,” 


I do admit that the Prayers we join in, is a Subject of the 
higheſt Concern and Importance; that the Matter ſhould 
not only be lawful, but alſo decent and proper ; and tho” it 
may convincingly be proved that our preſent Liturgy con- 
tains nothing ſinful, yet, with the Diſſenter, I do really 
diſapprove of ſome Things, which may be altered for the 
better, the Particulars whereof ſhall be mentioned under the 
next Head. But then to whom ſhould it be referred to 
ſettle this? To conſult every ſingle Perſon who is to join 
in public Worſhip, is impracticable; to adjuſt a Liturgy to 
every one's Fancy, to accommodate it to all the various in- 
conſiſtent Objections that have been, or may be made to 
any Part of it, is impoſſible. The only practicable Expe- 
dient is to truſt the Compoſure to ſome Perſons, of whoſe 
Wiſdom, Piety, and Abilities, we may reaſonably preſume; 
and I hope our preſent Eccleſiaſtical Superiors will not be 
judged an improper Choice. It is not to be imagined, that 
the Compoſition which, after the moſt deliberate Reviſals, 
they might agree on, will be free from all Objections ; that 
no one will diſlike any Part of it, or Fancy could alter it 
for the better: But I know no Method ſo proper, by which 
a public Liturgy can be framed, and reccived into common 
and public Service. 

As to the. Uſe of Sponſors, the Sign of the Croſs in Bap- 
tiſm, and kneeling at the Sacrament, how defenſible fuever 
they may-be in themſelves, as I verily believe they are, yet 
it is needleſs, in this Place, to urge any thing in Favour of 
them, ſince they are ſome of thoſe human Inſtitutions, which 


* Vindication Proteſtant Diſſenters, pag. 91. 
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for the ſake of Peace; Unity, and Charity, I think 
may be left indifferent in their Uſe, for the Reaſons hereafter 
to be aſſigned. I ſhall therefore proceed, : 

Thirdly, to propoſe ſuchAlterations in Things neceſſary, as 
would be for the real Honour and Advantage of the Church 
of England to have altered and amended, even without any 
Regard to a Comprehenſion, or Favour to the Diſſenters. 

And becauſe Authorities have more Weight with ſome, 
than Reaſon and Argument, I ſhall therefore produce ſuch 
Authors of our Church, in favour of the Alterations recom- 
mended by me, as have been highly eſteemed for their Learn- 
ing, Orthodoxy, and zealous Attachment to the Eſtabliſhed 

urch. 

In the firſt Place, I would beg leave to ſubmit to the ſe- 
rious Conſideration of our Governors, both in Church and 
State, the great Reaſonableneſs, Neceſſity, or Expediency, 
of having a new Tranſlation of the Bible, as alſo of review- 
ing and correcting the preſent Liturgy, and Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, the Thirty-nine Articles and Canons. "Theſe 
are Things which all moderate good Men, who are Lovers 
of Truth, Peace, and Unity, as well Clergy as Laity, not 
only amongſt the Diſſenters, but the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
have greatly wiſhed for, and earneſtly deſired to have at- 
tempted ; and which, if accompliſhed, would add new 
Luſtre, Power, and Honour to our Church, by largely and 
effectually contributing to the greater Purity of its Doctrine, 
Worſhip, and Diſcipline. | 

But before I proceed to offer my Reaſons for theſe Alte- 
rations and Amendments, which I hope to do, by many 
ſolid and convincing Arguments, beſides Authorities to be 
produced, in Confirmation thereof; it may be neceſſary to 
vbviate and remove one general Objection, that I have often 
met with, againſt any Alterations of this Nature; namcly, 
that ſuch an Attempt will tacitly imply, if not directly ac- 
knowledge, that we have all this Time been in an Error, 
and which will give Occaſion for ſome to reflect on the 
Church of Englund, for her paſt Conduct, But this is fo 
weak and flender an Objection, againſt ſo juſt, reaſonable, 
and Chriſtian an Undertaking, as not to deſerve any other 
Anſwer, than only to vbſerve, that this Reaſon or Argu- 
ment, if it be one, holds equally ftrong againſt the Refor- 
mation itſelf ; againſt reQiiying of any Miſtakes or Errors, 
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even after the ſtrongeſt Convictions of Mind; againſt the 
making any new Acts of Parliament, or altering any old 
ones, that have been found prejudictal or hurtful to the Sub- 
iet. And for the ſame Reaſon, would we be conſiſtent, 
let us prohibit the Study of Divinity, of Phyſic, of Arts and 
Sciences, and reſtrain all manner of Improvements in the 
Knowledge of either: Nay, we may at once commit to 
the Flames, the Works of Lock, Boyle, Newton, and many 
other eminent Writers, who have refuted ancient Errors, 
and made very conſiderable Diſcoveries, for the Benefit and 
Utility of Mankind, And it we muſt refift Information, 
and act in direct Oppoſition to our Knowledge, to the Diſ- 
coveries made by ourſelves or other learned Men, and perſe- 
vere in our miſtaken Opinions, only becauſe we may be re- 
flected on, for our not being ſooner wiſe, or for a long Con- 
tinuance in our former Ignorance, how juſtly may it be ſaid 
of us, that Light is come into the Morld, but we love Darkneſs 
rather than Light, becauſe our Deeds are, or have been evil. 

Indeed, the Tranſlators of our Bible, tho* Men of high 
Stations in the Church, alſo of great Learning and Abilities, 
had the ſame Difficulties and Objections to encounter with 
in their Time. And as it may conduce to ſeveral uſeful 
Purpoſes, for the Reader to be informed of what then hap- 
pened on the Occaſion, I think it very proper and expedi- 
ent to obſerve in this Place, ſome of the Objections then 
ſtarted againſt a Tranſlation of the Bible, and the Reply 
made thereto by thoſe great Men the Tranſlators, which 
may be feen more at large in their Preface to the Folio Edi- 
tion of the Bible; whoſe Reaſoning is ſo cogent and con- 
cluſive, as to be, in Fact, a ſtrong and convincing Anſwer 
to whatever can hereafter be urged, on that or the like Oc- 
caſion; and is equally applicable to a Review and Alteration 
of the Common Prayer, Articles, and Canons of our Church, 
in Things neceſſary, as to a Tranſlation of the Bible. In- 
deed ſome Allowance muſt be made for the Language in 
thoſe Days, and manner of Expreſſion, 

The Tranſlators firſt Remark is very juſt ; ** Zeal to pro- 
mote.the common Good, whether it be by deviſing any 
thing ourſelves, or reviſing that which hath been laboured 
by others, deſerveth certainly much Reſpe& and Eſteem, 
but yet hndeth but cold Entertainment in the World. It 
is welcomed with Suſpicions inſtead of Love, and with Emu- 
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lation inſtead of Thanks. And if there be any Hole left for 
Cavil to enter, (and Cavil, if it do not find a Hole, will 
make one) it is ſure to be miſconſtrued, and in Danger to 
be condemned; this will eaſily be granted by as many as 
know Story, or have any Experience; for was there ever 
any thing projected that favoured any way of newneſs or re- 
newing, but the ſame endured many a Storm of Gainſay- 
ing or Oppoſition.” 

- "They then proceed to obſerve, That“ many Mouths 
have been open a good while, with Speeches about the 
[Tranſlation ſo long in Hand; and aſk what may be the Rea- 
ſon, what the Neceſſity of the Employment? Hath the 
Church been deceived, ſay they, all this while? Hath her 
ſweet Bread been mingled with Leaven? her Silver with 
Droſs ? her Wine with Water; her Milk with Lime? We 
hoped that we had been in the right Way, that we had had 
the Oracles of God delivered unto us, and that thoꝰ all the 
World had Cauſe to be offended, and to complain, yet that 
we had none? Hath the Bread been delivered by the Fa- 
thers of the Church, and the ſame proved to be Stones ? 
What is it to handle the Word of God deceitfully, if this 
be not? Was their Tranſlation good before, why do they 
now mend it? If it was not good, why then was it ob- 
truded to the People? To this we anſwer, in the Words of 
St. Jerome, Do we condemn the antient? in no Caſe. But 
after the Endeavours of them that went before us, we take 
the beſt Pains we can in the Houſe of God. We are ſo far 
from condemning any of their Labours that travelled before 
us in this Kind, either in this Land, or beyond Sea, either 
in King Henry's Time, or King Edward's, or Queen Eli- 
zabeth, of ever renowned Memory; that we acknowledge 
them to have been raiſed up of God, for the building and 
furniſhing of bis Church; and that they deſerve to be had 
of us, and of Poſterity, in everlaſting Remembrance. There- 
fore bleſſed be they, and moſt honoured be their Names, 
that break the Ice, and give the Onſet upon that, which 
helpeth forwards to the ſaving of Souls. Now what can be 
more available thereto, than to deliver God's Book, unto 
God's People, in a Tongue which they underſtand ? Since 
of an hidden "Treaſure, and of a Fountain that is ſealed, 
there is no Profit; and as nothing is begun and perfected at 
the ſame Time, and the latter Thoughts are thought to on 
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the wiſer; ſo if we, building upon their Foundation, that 
went before us, and being holpen by their Labours, do en- 
deavour to make that better, which they left ſe goed; no 
Man, we are ſure, hath Cauſe to miſlike us: they, we per- 
ſuade ourſelves, if they were alive, would thauk us. How 
many Books of profane Learning have been gone over again 
and again, by the ſame Tranſlators; by others... Of one and 
the ſame Book of Ariſtotle's Ethicks, there are extant not 
ſo few as fix or ſeven ſeveral Tranflations- Now if this Coſt 
may be beſtowed upon the Gourd, which affordeth us a 
little Shade, and which to Day flouriſheth, but to-morrow 
is cut down; what may we beftow, nay, what ought we 
not to beſtow upon the Vine, the Fruit whereof maketh 
glad the Conſcience of Man, and the Stem thereof abideth 
forever. And this is the Word of God which we tranſlate. 
Therefore let no Man's Eye be evil, becauſe his Majeſty's is 
good; neither let any be grieved, that we have .a Prince 
that ſeeketh the Increaſe of the Spiritual Wealth of Jail, 
but let us rather bleſs God from the Ground of our 5 
for working this religious Care in him, to have the Tranſla- 
tions of the Bible maturely conſidered of, and examined: 
For, by this Means it cometh to paſs, that whatſoever: is 
ſound already, the fame will ſhine as Gold more brightly, 
being rubbed and poliſhed 3j alſo, if any thing be halting or 
ſuperfluous, or not /o agreeable to the Original, the ſame may 
be corrected, and the Truth ſet in Place. And what can the 
King command to be done, that will bring him more true 
Honour than this? And wherein could they that have been 
ſet to work, approve their Duty to the King, yea, their 
Obedience to God, and Love to his Saints, more than by 
yielding their Service, and all that is within them, for the 
furniſhing of the Work? 10 31 4 { 

But we muſt anſwer another Cavil and Objection againſt 
us, for altering and amending our Tranſlations fo often; 
wherein our Adverſaries deal hardly and ſtrangely with us. 
For to whom ever was it imputed for a Fault, by ſuch as 
were wiſe, to go over that which he had done, and to amend 
it where be jaw Cauſe ® St. Auſtin was not afraid to exhort 
St. Jerome to a Recantation; the ſame St. Auſtin was not 
aſhamed to retract, we might ſay revoke many Things that 
had paſſed him, and doth even glory that he ſeeth his Infir- 
mities. If we will be Sons ef the Truth, we muſt conſider 
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what it ſpeaketh, and trample upon our own Credit, yea, 
and upon other Mens too, if either be any way an Hin- 
drance-to it. How ſtrong is the Reaſoning of our excel- 
lent Tranſlators, and pertinent to the preſent Occaſion ! 
But theſe Difficulties and Objections did not - hinder or 
22 either the Tranſlators, or our then Civil and Eccle- 
taſtical Governors, from the Undertaking ; but as ſoon as 
the ſame appeared neceſſary, neither the Difficulty of the 
Attempt, the Clamour and Reflection of the Ignorant and 
Bigotted, nor the artful Devices of the Prieſts and Jeſuits, 
(whoſe Intereſt and Practice always did, and ever will lead 
them to oppoſe Reformation, as being what naturally tends 
to diſcover and detect their Cheats and Impoſtures on Man- 
kind) could not intimidate or'deter them from enterprizing 
and accompliſhing what they knew would tend to clear up 
the Truths of Religion, and promote the Propagation of 
the Reformed. An Example this, worthy the Notice and 
= Imitation of our moſt gracious King, his Biſhops 2nd 
ergy. a1 | | ; | 
And the Judgment and Practice of the Church of Eng- 
land in other Inſtances, is alſo a ſufficient Refutation of this 
abſurd Objection. For as the Bible has had five Tranſlations 
in the Space of Eighty-two Years, namely, from 1525, in 
Henry the VIIIth's Reign, to,1607, when the-laſt Tranſla- 
tion was made in the fifth of King James the Firſt ; fo the 
Common Prayer has been reviewed and corrected, no leſs 
than eight Times in the Compaſs of one Hundred Fifty-twa 
ears; I mean, from 1536, to the laſt in 1661 “. 
| Nay, the Church of England herſelf, in the Preface to 
the Book of Common Prayer, declares, ** That the parti- 
cular Forms of Divine Worſhip, and the Rites and Cere- 
monies appointed to be uſed therein, being Things in their 
own Nature indifferent and alterable, and ſo acknowledged; 
it is but reaſonable that upon weighty and important Conſi- 
derations, according to the various Exigencies of Times, 
and Occaſions, and Alterations, ſuch Changes ſhould be 
made therein, as to thoſe that are in Place of Authority, 
ſhould from Time to Time ſeem either neceſſary or expe- 
dient. Accordingly we find, that in the Reigns of ſeveral 
Princes of bleſſed Memory, ſince the Reformation, the 


Dr. Nicholls on Common- prayer, Preface and Notes. 
D Church, 


(213) 


Church, upon brag oe and weighty Conſiderations, hath yiclded 


to make ſuch Alterations, in ſome Particulars, as in their 
ive Times were thought convenient,” + 
© Inftances are a clear and evident Demonſtration, 
that our (zovernors, Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, have frequent- 
ly judged it lawful, and expedient, (and were not aſhamed 
of eh thought in, the wrong) to make various Tranflations. 
ible, and / (te; in the Common And 
if Tranſlations of the Bible have been ſo oſten made, be- 
uſe former ones were found deſective, can any Perſon aſ- 
ſign a true Reaſon, why Articles of Faith, which ſhould be 
deduced from Scripture, and: that according to its Meaning 
ig the original may not be altered upon the like 
and important ions; nay, reduced where 
there are ſuch a Number of them: And is it not equally 
reaſonable that ſuch. Changes and Alterations ſhould be 


ain made in the Prayer, and Canons of the 
ch, 3 the various of Times and 
Jceafions, 23 to thoſe that are in Authority ſuall think ne- 


ary or 2 And moſt certainly, never were there 
22 Time moro juſt and weizhty Conſiderations, 
5 Church ta pield-to make ſtill farther Alterations than 

offer at this —_ — The Reaſons for 
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1 need only — that the different In- 


As to the Expedienty of « Review of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, beſides the Alteration of Language, there are 
many Exꝑreſfions that might be changed for others more 
Clear, pertinent, and no way llable to any Objection. Dr. 
Nibulli very juſtly obſerves, That it is no Ræflection on 
the Common: Prayer- Bock, to ſay, * there are ſome 
Things, which are not ſo clear, at leaſt; to ordinary Per- 
ſons; the very Language itſelf may be very well fuppoſed 
ts be. altered ſomewhat, in an hundred and fifty Years,” 
And gives Inſtances of feveral Words that are now uſed in 
. different Senſe, from what they were in Etward the 
Sinth's Reign. Dr. Pridenux; Dean of Norwich, exptefles 
himſelf much in the ſame manner; fays he; “ '+ All Lan- 
* guage being in fluxu, ſhuuld our Liturpy be ſtill continued, 
without any Change or Alteration, it would at Length be ag 
much in an unknown Language, as now the Roman Service 
is, to the Vulgar-of that Communion.” And Dr. Staritupe, 
Dean of Canterbury, takes Notice, . That the very conſi · 
derable Changes which have happened to of our mo- 
dern and ly the great roverent 
mage in the .Eng/;/bþ Tongue, within the laſt Century, ate 
à mighty Prejudice, even to the moſt” valuable Fhings be- 
fore that Time ; no Weight of Matter or Beauty of 
Thought, is ſufficient to produre them, that good Actep- 
tance, Which they would not fail to find, ff dreſſed in a 
more modiſn Garb . The ſame Reafort arid Argument, 
I beg. Leave to apply to the Commom Prayer, which if | 
new dreſſed, and modernized, would be more agreeable to 
all, and uſed with more devout Affection than now it is. 

Forms of divine Worſhip, of all Things San e 
be ſo compoſed, as to be the leaſt fubject to any Scruple, 
from apy Perſons what ſoe ver; being on Purpoſe compoſed 
for the declaring Mens Unity and Confent in their public 
Worſhip l.. I always did, and always fhall heartily withy 
and if it were in my Power, I ſhould endeavour (ſays the 
good. and pious Biſhop. Bradford) that all the Liturgies of 
che. Church, were reduced td as great Simplicity and Plain 
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neſs as might be.” And a former Biſhop of Cort remarks, 
2 That notwithſtanding what 1 have faid, of the Excel- 
lency both of the Common Prayers, and of Cathedral Per- 
formances ; I do conceive, the Alteration of an Expreſſion, 
or here and there, a whole Prayer or two; by Law, or 
diſpenſing with ſome Ceremonies, will not break the Har- 
mon and Beauty of our Worſhip, or diſturb the Union and 
: Peace of our Church. - There are fome Colleny 1 con- 
cCeive, may be altered for the better.”  — 
The learned and celebrated Mr. Hales, in ew Tust of 
» Schiſin, obſerves, 9 That were all public Forms of Ser- 
vice, ſo framed, as that they admitted of no particular pri 
15 vate Opinions, but contained only ſuch Things in which all 
. Chriſtians do agree, Schiſms upon Matters of Opinion would 
Ptterly vaniſh.”* And, ſays Biſhop Stilling fleet, . were 
we fo happy but to take off Things granted unneceſſary by 
all, and ſuſpected by many, and judged unlawful by ne ; 
" kind to make nothing the Bonds of our Communion, but 
_. what Chri/t has done, viz. one Faith, one Baptiſm, Qc. 
- allowing a Liberty for Matters of Indifferency, we might 
indeed be reſtored to a true primitive Luſtre. ' God will 
one Day convince Men, that the Union of the Church lies 
more in the Unity: of Faith and Affection, than in Uni- 
ſormity of doubtſul Rites and Ceremonies . 
It has never gone well with the Church of Chri 25 (fays 
Biſhop I/ake 1) ſince Men have been fo narrow-ſpirifed' as 
to mix 'the Controverſtes of Faith'with'their public Fofms of 
Worſhip; and having made their Liturgies, -inſtead of bein 
Offices of Devotion to God, become Teſts and Cenfiites of 
the Opinions of their Brethren.” Cn 
His Lordſhip, in his Speech on Dr. Trial, 
ſpeaking in Defence of the Alterations that were attempted 
to be made in 1689. in the Reign of King Villiam; by a 
Review of our Liturgy, obferves;** that it was a Defignwhich 
would have been for the Inteteſt and Peace of our Church 
and State, had it been accompliſhed: It was to improve, 
and, if poſſible, to enforce our Diſcipline, to review and 
enlarge our Liturgy, by cotrecting of ſome Things, by ad- 
ding of others; by 85 mw few Ceremonies, confeſſed 
tte: 19081 1 7 3 40 IC to 
®* Trafts, p. 182. 6 ap Bad eee 
'+ Lrenicum, p. 120. 
F Vol. Serm. p. 195- 
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to be indifferent in their Natures, as indifferent in their 
- . Uſage, ſo as not to be neceſſarily obſerved by thoſe who 
make a-Scruple of them.” —- And then he proceeds to ob- 
ſerve, in the Words before cited, If Things alterable be 
altered upon the Grounds of Prudence and Charity; and 
Things defective be ſupplied ; and Things abuſed be reſtored 
. to their proper Uſe; and Things of a more ordinary Com- 
poſition be reviſed and improved; - whilſt the Doctrine, Go- 
vernment, and Worſhip of the Church remain entire, in 
all the ſubſtantial Parts of them; we have all Reaſon to be- 
« lieve, that this will be ſo far from injuring the Church, that 
it will receive a very great Benefit by it.“ Bog 
Let any impartial Perſon conſider (ſays his Enz 
what was there in ſuch a Deſign, that could be juſtly 
eſteemed prejudicial to the Conſtitution of our Church. 
 Wherein would our Canons have ſuffered, if thoſe already 
made had been more ſtrongly enforced, and ſome new ones 
had been added for the Reformation of Manners, for the 
better puniſhing of notorious Offenders, and to render our 
public Diſcipline more ſtrict and ſevere? This we have been 
wiſhing for ever ſince the Reformation, what Harm would 
it have done our Church, had it now been effected? or 
how would our excellent Liturgy have been the worſe, if a 
few more doubtful Expreſſions had been changed for plainer 
and clearer; and a Paſſage or two which however capable of 
a juſt Defence, yet, in many Caſes, ſeem harſh to ſome, 
even of our own Communion, had been wholly left at Li- 
= in ſuch Caſes, to be omitted altogether, or been fo 
lified, as to remove all Exceptions againſt them in any 
ſe. If ſuch Collects as are not yet adapted to the Feſti- 
vals or Goſpels to which they belong, had been more full 
— appoſite to both; if ſome of the occaſional Offices had 
een enlarged, and new ones added; if, for Example, there 
bad been a greater Variety of Prayers, Pſalms, and Leſſons, 
appointed by Authority, inſtead of the Compoſitions of pri- 
vate Perſons, novy neceſſarily to be uſed for the Viſitation 
of. the Sick; and new Forms compoſed for the Uſe of Pri- 
ſoners for Debt, or Crimes; for the greater Solemnity of 
receiving Proſelytes into our Church, of reconciling Peni- 
tents to it, and of caſting notorious Offenders out of it. 
Theſe were ſome of. the main Things then deſigned. As to 
any Favour to the Diſſenter, none was intended, actor 
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ſhould Jaye been enürch conſiſtent * 1 ba Comltity- 
tion. And I hope. it will not be thought ay e 2 
Biſhops and Clergy of our Church, to be willing t 
| pod perm "on by any Methods which may 
4 others, 238 not injure our own lidar 
no enijan, in his Diſcourſe concerning the 'Fc- 

Fleſiaſtical Commi; in 1689, thus obſerves; “ our 
55 Was, and. in 61, and yet notwithſtanding 

eview, is capable of another; the Comtniffioners of 

4 Time did not add the laſt Hand to that Work, {6 as to 
Sue Ti it incapable, ever after of being corrected and im- 
= Some who have well — all the Alterations 


q Additions then made by them (which amount to the 

umber. of 1 are ſufficiently convinced, that if 
they had Reaſon for thoſe Changes, there is rqual, If not 

eater lon, F- ſome farther Improvements. It they 8 
oreſeen what is ſince, Come to paſs,, I charitably Beli 
they py would.pax hve done Mil choe they did, and juſt fo mu 

NO more. 
Ou Workip, {fays Biſhop Burnet *) is the perle 
Con tion of Neyotion. that we find in any Church, an- 
cient and modern ;.' yet the Corrections that were agreed to 
by a Deputation gf Biſhops and Divines, in the Year 168 | 
would make the whole, Frame of our | Liturgy 0009s 
perfect, as well as more unexceptionable; an wl, I'hope, 
e e eg be better entertained than chey 
were then.“ . And even Dr. Calamy, ſpeaking of the Com- 
miſfianers. at that ume ted to review the Litu 
expreſſes himſelf. Mow drew up Alterati- 
ons, ye . Thus I fhall 
venture to ſay, that ſuch Amendments as thefe were, 
fuch Allowances, in point of Qsders,, for Ordimition 
Preſbyters, as is made +3 £/5z.cap-2.' would, in al Pro 
bability, have brought in b Third of the Biſſenters ur 
England, which being dane, eie 
continued to ſuch as could not be comprehe 

would hare been greater Service: than can well be imagined. © 
7 hopes therefore, the | of Having: 


full evinced and demonſtzated,, boch by: Reaſon, Argument, 
and the beſt Authorities, - W e ET 


Een of bis own Times, Vol. II. p. 634. 
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As to the Sign of the Croſs, kneeling at the Sacrament, 

the Surplice, and Godſathers and Godmothers, I beg Leave 
to recommend to Conſideration the Sentiments of the cele- 
brated Biſhop S:illingfleet on the Occaſion, and whoſe Af- 
fection and true Zeal for the Church Eſtabliſhed was never 
queſtioned, In his Preface to the r of Sepa- 
ration, after anſwering ſeveral of the Diſſenters Ohjections, 
he thus writes. But what! is there nothing to be done 
for diſſenting Proteſtants, who agree with us in all doQtrinal 
Articles of our Church, and only ſcruple the Uſe of a few: 
Ceremonies, and ſome late Impoſitions, ſhall theſe. Diffe- 

rences ſtil] be continued, when they may be ſo eaſily re 
moved? and ſo many uſeful Men be encouraged and taken, 
into the Conſtitution? Do we value a few indifferent Cere- 
monies, and ſome doubtful Expreſſions, beyond the gatiſ- 
faction of Mens Conſciences, and the Peace and Stability 
of this Church? Tho' there is no 8 for any 
Scruple of Conſcience, as to the Uſe of the Ceremonies 
complained of, yet notwithſtanding, becauſe the Uſe of Sa- 

craments in a Chrifian Church ought. to be the moſt. free. 
from all Exceptions, and to be ſo adminiſter'd, as rather ta- 
invite than, difcourage ſcrupulous Perſons from joining in 
them; I do think it would. be a Part of Chriſtian WI 
and Condeſcenſion in the Governors of our Church, to te- 
move thoſe Bars from a Freedom in joining in full Commu- 
nion with us, which may be done, either by taking. away 
the Sign of the Croſs; or, if that may give Offence. ta 
others, by confining the Uſe of it to the public Adminiſtra- 
tion of Baptiſm, or by leaving it indifferent, as the. Parents 
deſire it. As to. xneeling at the Lord's Supper, ſince ſome 

Poſture is neceſſary, and many devout People ſcruple any 
other, and the primitiye Church did, in ancient Times, re- 
ceive.it in the Poſture of Aderation ; there is no Reaſon ta- 
take this away, even in Parochial Churches; provided, that 
thoſe who ſcruple. xnecling, do receive it with the leaſt Of- 
fence to obs and. rather ſtanding than fitting, becauſe tha 
former is molt agrecable ta the Practice of Antiquity, and 
in Parochial Churches, it ia not of that Conſequence ag to 
char Jigs on 2 my ; and as-to Catedral 

AUG! 15 ao Necollity of Altwatiog.”” I: 
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% With reſpect to the Uſe of Godfathers and Godmo- 
thers, I ſee no Neceſſity of adhering fo ſtrictly to the Canon 
herein, but that a little Alteration may prevent theſe Seruples, 
either by permitting the Parents to join with the Sponſors, 
or by the Parents publickly deſiring the Sponſors to repre- 
ſent them in offering the Child to Baptiſm ; or which ſeems. 
moſt agreeable to Reaſon, that the Parents offer the ( hild. 
to Baptiſm, and then the Sponſors perform the covenanting 
Part, repreſenting the Child, and the Charge after Baptiſm 
be given in common to the Parents and Sponſors.” 


<< 'Theſe Things being allowed, I ſee no Obſtructions re- 
maining, as to a full Union of the Body of ſuch Diſſenters 
with us, in all Acts of Divine Worſhip and Chriſtian Com- 
munion, as do not reje& all Communion with us to be un- 
lawful. We do heartily and fincerely defire Union with 
our Brethren, if it may be had on juſt and reaſonable 
Terms; and if they can be taken in without Reproach or 
Diſhonour to the Reformation of the Church, I hope no, 
true Son of the Church of England will oppoſe it. And was 
a Review of the Common-Prayer made by wiſe and peace- 
able Men, not given to Wrath and diſputing, it might be 
ſo far from being a Diſhonour to this Church, that it may 
add to the Glory of it.” And having alſo adviſed ſeveral 
Particulars to be altered concerning Miniſterial Conformity, 
he concludes thus ; << theſe are all the Things which appear 
to me reaſonable to be allowed, in order to an Union, and 
which I ſuppoſe may be granted without Detriment or Diſ- 
honour to our Church. There are other Things very de- 
ſirable towards the Happineſs and flouriſhing of this Church; 
as the Exerciſe of Diſcipline in Parochial Churches in due 
Subordination to the Biſhop ; the reforming the Ecclefiafti- 
cal Court, as to Excommunication, without Prejudice to 
the excellent Profeſſion of the Civil Law; the retrenching . 
Pluralities, the Strictneſs and Solemnity of Ordinations, the 
making a Book of Canons ſuitable to this Age, for the bet- , 
ter regulating the Converſation of the Clergy ; ſuch Things 
as theſe might facilitate our Union, and make our Church, 
in ſpite of all its Enemies, become a Praiſe in the Whole 
Earth.” How full and pertinent is the good Biſhop in fa- 
your of a Comprehenſion and Union among Proteſtants , 
And whenever our Governors ſhall think proper to under 
take a Thing of this Nature, beſides the Alterations before- 
mentioned, 


(25) 
mentioned, I would beg Leave alſo to recommend ſome 
others to their Conſideration. f. „ W 

Ai, That as the Pſalms were moſt of them compoſed 
by David, and many adapted to his particular Oircuniſtan- 
ces, ſome figurative, and others prophetic, and that H 
are not in the leaſt applicable to our preſent State and Con- 
dition; it is ſubmitted, whether if there was a Collection 
made from the whole Book of Pſalms, of the moſt plain and 
devout, and ſuitable to our Times, for Morning and Even- 
ing Service, it would not tend to many good Purpoſes. 

Secandhy, To have the Leſſons now taken from Leviticus, 
and ſome other Parts of the Old Teſtament, exchanged for 
ſuch as are of more general Uſe and Inſtruction. As alſo. 
new Hymns appointed, in the room of what are now uſed, 

Third, For the Lord's Prayer to be ſaid only once in 
Morning and Evening Service; to omit, Let us pray, be- 
fore ſome of the Prayers; and not ſo often to repeat Lord 
haue Mercy upon us. Some Expreſſions in the Church Ca- 
techiſm, the Abſolution of the Sick, and the Burial Office, 
to be changed for others more pertinent, and leſs liable to 
Objection. To reject the Athanaſian Creed, and to uſe the 
Apoſtles, or Nicene, in its Stead. The Rubric for none to 
Communicate, - but who have been confirmed, to be left out. 
The Reaſons for ſuch Alterations are ſo well known, that it 
is needleſs to repeat them. | 

As to the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, when it is 
conſidered how many of them are not now believed in their 
primary Senſe, even by great Numbers of the Church Eſta» 
bliſhed ; as thoſe concerning Original Sin, Free-will, Ju- 
ification by Faith only, Predeftination and Election, of 
7 Deſcent into Hell, and ſome others; it would be 
an Inſtance of great Goodneſs, and Chriftian Moderation 
in our Governors, to have them carefully reviewed, and 
2 any retained as Wy indiſputably clear and 2 Fr 
perie ge to ipture; in regard it is declare 
the ſixth Article, „that — r be proved x wi 
by, ought not to be required of any Man, to be believed 
a an Article of Faith, or be thought requiſite or neceſlary 
to Salvation. And intricate Points of a diſputable Nature, 
not to be made Articles of Faith. | 

he happy Advantages to be obtained by a Tranſlation of 
the Bible, .a Review of the . and Canons, 


after 


% 
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after the Model recommended by Biſhops Stilling fleet and 
Wale, are many and weighty, For it will tend to difarm 
the Papiſts and Deiſts of their Arguments taken from the 
ere. ill Verſion of Scripture, ſome Expreſſions ig the 

iturgy and Church Catechiſm, and the Inconſiſtency of 
Clergymens Practices with their Oaths of Canonical Obe- 
dience. It will render the Worſhip and Diſcipline of our 
moſt excellent Church, yet more exact, pure, and perfect; 
and recommend it to the more general Eſteem of all, both 
at Home and Abroad. It will tend to raiſe a greater Spirit 
of Piety and Devotion in the Minds of her Members, as 
her Liturgy and public Offices will be more correct and 
dear in Expreſſion, and the Language more pathetic, and 
better adapted to our preſent Times; than which nothing 
ſeems ſo effectually to promiſe a Reformation of Manners 
in the Lives of all Perſons: It will confirm and ſtrengthen 
the Proteſtant Intereſt, and make our Communion leſs li- 
able to Objection; and thoſe who unhappily difſent from 
us, Will entertain more favourable Sentiments of our War- 
ſhip and Service; if not ſo far to join therein, yet their 
Prejudices being removed, their Love and Charity will gra- 
dually encreafe towards us. | | 

And if ſo many of our Biſhops thought a Comprehenſion 
would not prejudice, but rather tend to the Honour and Ad- 
vantage of our Church, and the Security of the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt ; if the Act of Uniformity required an univerſal Con- 
formity, and enforced it by civil Compulſions and Penalties ; 
if the Deſign of the many Authors of our Church who wrote 
the Landon Cafes, and of others ſince, was to convince the 
miſtaken Diſſenter by Reaſon and Argument, in order to 
their joining with us in the ſame way of Worſhip and Church 
Communion ; Can then an Alteration of our Liturgy, in 
Things neceſſary and wanting Amendment, agreeable to the 
Rules of Wiſdom, Reaſon, and Prudence, made by lawful 
Authority, be of any ill Conſequence to our Church, ſhould 
it effc at laſt, what by ſo many different Ways and Me- 
thods hath been long attempted without Succeſs, namely, 
that our Eſtabliſhment may by ſuch an Alteration be ſo well 
approved of by Diſſenters, as to have them join in Commu- 
nion with us. b i | 


A Deſign then ſo laudable, an Undertaking ſo extenſive, 
in favour of the Prote/tant Religion, — & meeting 


with 


4 of 
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with the united Applauſe and Approbation, the Aid and Af- 
ſiſtance of the learned, pious, and judicious Members of 
the Church of England, both Clergy and Laity ; and I hope 
alſo of the Diſſenters. And none but Papiſts, and thoſe 
who are averſe to all Reformation, can oppoſe what is in it- 
ſelf ſo juſt and reaſonable, and ſo well calculated to advance 
the Truth and Purity of the Chriſtian Religion. And' if 
what is here recommended will tend to the Glory of God, 
the Propagation of his true Religion, the Honour, Dignity, 
and Security of the Church Eſtabliſhed, as I think has been 
fully evinced ; What Motives or Inducements can be more 
engaging and prevalent, to have it effected? or what Period 
of Time more favourable and concurring, for having this 
pious and long wiſh'd-for Deſign accompliſhed, than what 
the preſent affords ?. and how inexcuſable will it be, ſhould 
we neglect an Opportunity ſo advantageous, fo highly con- 
ducing to ſuch great Ends and Purpoſes? _ 

Let theſe Conſiderations awaken in the Minds of all good 
People, a ſerious and hearty Inclination towards a farther 
Reformation. Let every one contribute thereto by their 
Prayers and good Wiſhes, where they cannot give any other 
Aſſiſtance. Let Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion, the too gene- 
ral Effects of Education and Cuſtom, be prudently aban- 
doned and diſcarded. For this is not a Concern of a trifling 
or indifferent Nature; but it is the Cauſe of Truth, tlie 
Cauſe of Religion, the Cauſe of Prote/tants of all Denami- 
nations, who therefore ought moſt heartily to engage in and 
eſpouſe it. | | ' | 

And were thefe Particulars once altered and amended, 
and the Clergy then only required to make the following 
Declaration, inſtead of ſubſcribing to any Articles, or giv- 
ing their Aﬀent and Conſent to all Things contained in the 
Book of Common-Prayer, as is now practiſed; and that 
the re-ordination of Diſſenting Miniſters was diſpenſed with; 
I can fee no juſt Objections that could then be offered a- 
gainſt Miniſterial Conformity, or any Injury thereby accru- 
ing to the Church of England. 5 | 

1 A. B. do ſolemnly profeſs and declare, that I believe 
<< in one God, the Father, Soy, and Holy Spirit; that the 
<< Scriptures contained in the Old and New Teftament, are 
* the Revelation of God's Will to Mankind, and that they 
«* do contain all Things neceſſary to Salvation; and that no- 
| | i * 2 thing 
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e thing onght to be required to be believed as an Artiele of 
„Faith neceſſary to Salvation, but what can be 

& therefrom. And I do alſo profeſs and declare, 'that I be- 
<< lieve all the Articles of the Creed called the Apoſtles, 
© [underſtanding the Word Hell, there to ſigniſy the Grave, 
5 or Place of departed Souls ;] and that it contains the Sum 
© and Subſtance of the Chriftian Faith, in all Things ne- 
© ceflary to Salvation. And I do farther engage and pro- 
©. miſe, that I will uſe the Form of Prayer as now altered 
© and eftabliſhed, and in all Things conform myſelf to the 
„Rules, Orders, and Directions therein appointed.” 

Or leaſt this ſhould not be fo much approved of as the 
following Form of Subſcription, to be uſed either alone, or 
added to the above, which, on account of the great Power, 
Influence and Abilities of its Author, cannot but meet with 
a favourable Reception from both the Clergy and Laity of 
the Church of England, as I doubt not but it will from the 
Diſſenters, I mean that of the preſent learned and judicious 

Dr. Gibſon, Biſhop of London, viz. 
1A. B. do ſolemnly profeſs and declare, that I believe 
86 that the World, and all Things in it, were created by 
„ God, and are under the Direction and Government of 
* his'all-powerful Hand: That there is an eſſential Diffe- 
© rence between Good and Evil, Virtue and Vice: That 
© there will be a State of future Rewards and Puniſhments, 
© according to our Behaviour in this Life : That Chri/t was 
A Teacher ſent from God, and that his Apoſtles were di- 
46 vinely inſpired : That all Chriſtians are bound to declare 
& and profeſs themſelves to be his Diſciples : That not only 
& the Exerciſe of the ſeveral Virtues, but alſo a Belief in 
& Chriſt, is neceſſary in order to our obtaining the Pardon 
*c of Sin, the Favour of God, and Eternal Life: That the 
«© Worſhip of God is to be performed chiefly by the Heart, 
© in Prayers, Praiſes, and Thankſgivings; And as to all 
* other Points, That Chriſtians are bound to live by the 
© Rules which Chrift and his Apoſtles have left them in the 
holy Scriptures. *. 

; Here (fays his Lordſhip) is a fixed, certain, uniform 
Rule of Faith and PraQtice, containing all the moſt neceſ- 
fary Points of Religion, eſtabliſhed by a divine Sanction, 


” Ribe of London's dcn Paforal Getter, p. 24. 25+ 1730. 
embraced 
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embraeed as ſuch by all Denominations of Chriſtians, and in 
- itſelf abundantly ſufficient to preſerve the Knowledge and 
Practice of Religion in the World. As to Points of greater 
Intricaey, and which require uncommon Degrees of Pene- 
tration and Knowledge; ſuch indeed have been Subjects of 
Diſpute among Perſons of Study and Learning, in the ſeve- 
ral Ages of the Chriftian Church; but the People are not 
obliged to enter into them, fo long as they do not touch the 
Foundations of Chriſtianity,- nor have an Influence upon 
Practice.“ | | 
And here it cannot be amiſs to obſerve the Remarks of 


Mr. Chandler, a Diſſenting Miniſter, on this Paragraph of 


his Lordſhip's, in a Letter from him to my Lord *, in the 
Year 1734. © Happy for your Lordſhip, happy for all the 
Diſſenters from the Eſtabliſhment, that your Lordſhip pro- 
* feſſes yourſelf an Advocate for all Denominations of Chri- 
* ſtians, and have the Courage to declare in the Face of the 
* World, that they all embrace that fixed, certain, and uni- 
form Rule of Faith, which is in itſelf abundantly. ſuſſici- 
© ent to preſerve the Knowledge and Practice of Religion 
in the World; notwithſtanding their different Degrees of 
* Underſtanding, and every one's Partiality to his own Con- 
© ceptions. I have, my Lord, publickly declared, that if 
© an Eftabliſhment was made upon your Lordſhip's Founda- 
tion, upon ſuch a fixed, certain, uniform Rule of Faith and 
Practice, as could be embraced by all Denominations of 
© Chriſtians ; I did not know a ſingle Diſſenter in England, 
© that would be againſt it. If you, my Lord, had been of 
© the narrow Principles of ſome of the ancient, or more mo- 
© dern Biſhops, and accounted every Variation from the pub- 
© lic Faith to be damnable Hereſy, your Lordſhip muſt have 
< been for the Excluſion of all ſuch Denominations of Chri- 
© ſtians out of the Eſtabliſhment, as you believed to be in- 
© feted with ſuch heretical Pravity. But your Lordſhip's 
Charity is more extenſive; and I am ſure your Lordſh ip 
F muſt believe in your Heart, what you have declared with 
© your Pen, that all Denominations of Chriſtians agree in 
the Subſtance of Religion, and in all the moſt neceflary, 
the great eſſential fundamental Articles of it.” By Con- 


A Vindication of a Paſſage in the Biſhop of London's Second 
Paſtoral Letter, p. 7. 37, 38, Ce. 
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© ſequence, my Lord, none of the ſeveral Denominations of 
© Chriſtians can be Heretics, in your Lordſhip's Judgment, 
© unleſs vour Lordſhip will admit this evident Contradiction, 
© that a Perſon may be an Heretic, who holds the Subſtance, 
© and all the moſt neceſſary Points of Chriſtianity, By fur- 
© ther Conſequence, my Lord, your Lordſhip cannot be for 
© rejeRing any of the Denominations of Chriſtians out of the 
Church of Chriſt, becauſe your Lordſhip hath declared them 
© Members of the Church of Cbriſi, by declaring, that they 
© all agree in the Subſtance, and moſt neceſſary Articles of the 


© Chriftiari Faith. By farther Conſequence, my Lord, your 


© Lordſhip cannot be for excluding them the Church of Eng- 
land; becauſe ſhould your Lordſhip be for receiving them 
into the Church of Chr:/?, and for excluding them out of 
© the Church of England, it would be putting ſuch a Diffe- 
rence between the Church of Chriſt, and the Church of 
England, as would not be for your Lordſhip's Honour, or 
© the Credit of the Church of England; and by one farther 
© Conſequence, my Lord, your Lordſhip muſt, in Principle 
© and Conſcience, be for receiving all Denominations of Chri- 
© ſtians into the Church of England; that is, for ſuch an Eſta- 
© bliſhment as will comprehend all the ſeveral Denominations 
© of Chriſtians; except your Lordſhip will maintain this far- 
© ther evident Contradiction, that they may be excluded from 
© your Church, who ought, as Chriſtians, to be received in- 
© to the Church of. Ghri/t. But your Lordſhip, as a good 
Father, extends your Love to Chri/tians of all Denominati- 
© ons; and have, as it were, ex Cathedra, pronounced them 
all united in the Subſtance of Chriſtianity, as embracing one 
© certain, divinely eſtabliſhed Rule, that contains all the moſt 
© neceſſary Points of Religion. If theſe are natural Infe- 
< rences from your Lordſhip's Principles, your Lordſhip is too 
great a Lover of Truth, to be diſpleaſed with me for ſetting 
© them in a clear Light. I doubt not but your Lordſhip will 
c ſteadily purfye theſe Principles in Practice, and chearfully 
© lend your Aſſiſtance to pull down that Wall of Separation, 
< which, - ſince its firſt Erection, hath ſo unhappily divided 
< this Part of the Church of Chriſt. I am ture, as to my- 
© ſelf, tbat as I reverence the Epiſcopal Character, as an Of- 
© fice of great Antiquity and Dignity ; ſo there is nothing I 
more fincerely wiſh, than that as your Lordſhip hath openly 


r eſpouſed the Principles of Liberty, to vindicate Chriſtianity 
I © againſt 
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© againft the Objections of its profeſſed Adverſaries; ſo your 
© Lordſhip may, in an honourable Conſiſtence with yourſelf, 
© employ all your Influence to promote ſo good a Cauſe, and 
© to reſtore all Denominations of Chriſtians to their juſt Li- 
© berties, as they have the Honour to agree with your Lord- 
© ſhip in that fixed, certain, uniform Rule of Faith and 
Practice, which contains all the moſt neceſſary Points of 
Religion, and is in itſelf abundantly ſufficient to preſerve 
the Knowledge and Practice of Chriſtianity in the World. 
© 'The impartial Part of Mankind will expect this from your 
© Lordſhip. The Diſſenters, my Lord, depend on you to be 
* ſo far in their Intereſt, as to aſſiſt them in their humble Ap- 
© plication to the Legiſlature for their Reſtoration to their 
Rights of Subjects; and will never believe, till after the 
0 fulleſt Conviction, which they think impoſſible, that your 
* Lordſhip will ever act in fo manifeſt a Contradiction to your 
* own Principles, as to be any. longer for excluding them ei- 
© ther the Church of England, or the common Privileges of 
© SubjeAs, whom you publickly acknowledge to be genuine 
* Chriſtians. Your Lordſhip hath done them the Juſtice ts 
* own, that they agree to your Lordſhip's own Rule. 

It muſt be confeſſed, that this eaſy and plain Paſſage of 
the Biſhop of London's, has been the Occaſion of much 
Controverſy between Dr. Berryman and Mr. Johmſan, on 
the one Side, and Mr. Chandler on the other. "Phe two 
former thinking, that to fix upon his Lordſhip as his Senti- 
ment or Opinion, ** that the ſeveral Denominations of 
Chriſtians agree in the Subſtance, that is, all the neceſſary 
Articles of Chriſtianity, was very injurious to him, and 
which could not, with any Shew of Probability, or even 
with tolerable Decency, be imputed to a Perſon of his Lord- 
ſhip's Station and Character, and in whofe Writings there 
is not the leaſt Hint or Footſtep of any fuch Notion, but 
the direct contrary ; and whoſe Sentiments were by no 
means favourable to a Plan for the Union of all Chriſtians *, 
which was the Interpretation Mr. Chandler had given of 
thoſe Words, Now without diſputing whether his Lord- 
ſhip intended the above Paragraph to be a Model or Plan 
for a Subſcription, yet, with Submiſſion, I think, there 
muſt be great Force uſed, and the Words ſtrangely wieſted 


* Johnſon's Letter ts My, Chandler, p. 3, 4, 5: 
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con to their true and natural Meaning, and very inju- 
ns bo bis Lordſh if when his Lordſhip ſays, © that it 
will appear, that the /evera! Denominations of Chriſtians 
fs in the Subſtance of Religion, and in the neceſſaty 
Inforcements of it &; and that all the Denominations of 
Chriſtians did embrace that certain and uniform Rule of 
Faith and Practice (which his Lordſhip had deſcribed as a- 
bove-mentioned) containing all the moſt neceſſary Points of 
Religion, eſtabliſhed by a divine Sanction, and. in. itſelf a- 
bundantly ſufficient to preſerve the Knowledge and Practice 
of Religion in the World; that yet, at the ſame Time, 
his Lordſhip bad no ſuch real Meaning with reſpe& to Diſ - 
ſenters, when applied in their Favour, for that then thoſe 
Words were of no Force or Efficacy, they being only in- 
tended by his Lordſhip to be made uſe of as an Argument 
againſt Infidels.” And yet this is the Subſtance of Mr. Fobn- 
forts Sophiſtry, or what he calls reſcuing his Lordſhip's Sen- 
timents from Mr. Chandler's injurious Repreſentation of 
them.“ But, was this Eguivocation really Fact, what muſt 
Deiſts and Infidels think both of his Lordſhip and his Advo- 
cates? For all Trifling and Infinceri in Religious Matters, 
cannot but give the Enemies of our Religion, I mean Pa- 
piſts, Deiſts, and Infidels, great Advantage over us. 

But as theſe were, no doubt, his Lordſhip's real Senti- 
ments in the Year 1730, (and I have not heard that my 
Lord has ever publickly diſowned them, tho? his Lordſhip 
has, ſince his Second Paſtoral Letter, obliged the World 
with three very uſeful Tracts + ;) fo, if compared with his 
Lordſhip's Sentiments beforementioned, Page 7 and 8, in 
1719, which perhaps Mr. Fohn/on never ſaw, it will evi- 
dently a „that it has always been an avowed Maxim 
with his Lordſhip, that nothing can preſerve our Succeflion 
in the Prote/tent Line, but Unanimity among thoſe who 
have ever appeared its faſt Friends; and that the endeavour- 
ing to cultivate a good Underſtanding among Protęſtants at 
Zim and Abroad, was the only Means, under God, to ſup- 
port the Church of England, and the whole Proteſtant Inte- 
re/t, againſt the Deſigns and Attempts of Popery. This 
is what his Lordſhip ſeems ** to zake all Oppertunities to de- 


® Second Paſtoral Letter, p. 24, 2 . 

+ Third Paſtoral letter, 173 t. Charge te bis Clergy, 1731. 
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clare and enforce, in the moſt open and public Manner. 
And to ſay, that a Deſign, in itſelf ſo pious and Chriſtian, 
was not to be attempted without undermining and endangering 
the Church of England, is a Reproach our Church has not 
deſerved.” You will remember, that this Deſign was ta 
gain Proteſtant Diſſenters to a full Compliance with our Church, 
and to obtain an univerſal bleſſed Union 4 all Reformed 
Churches, both at Home and Abroad; that all who conſe the 
holy'Namt of our dear Lord, and ds agree in the Truth of his 
150 Word, may alſo meet in one holy Communion, and live in 
perfect Unity and godly Peace,” and which was alſo recom- 
mended by Archbiſhop' Sancroft, as „the ſureſt Foundation 
of Safety to the State, and as the beſt Means of enlarging and 
frengthening the Church *.“ ] need only to add, that if his 
Lordſhip {till continues in the ſame Principles, as there is 
no room to queſtion, and would heartily eſpouſe and en- 
gage in a Tranſlation of the Bible, and an Alteration and 
Correction of our Liturgy, Articles, and Canons, which 
will naturally promote that pious and Chri/tian Deſign of 
uniting Proteſtants, which his Lordſhip has ſo often declared 
and enforced in ſo open and public a Manner, and endea- 
vour to have it accompliſhed, tho? under much greater Li- 
mitations and Reſtrictions, with reſpect to Subſcriptions, 
than what is expreſſed in the above Paragraph; how 
would his Lordſhip be applauded, honoured, and eſteemed 
| by all Denominations of good Chriſtians ; and his 
Name be perpetuated with the utmoſt Veneration ta 
the lateſt Poſterity. And ſuch an Example would, be- 
ſides, have great Weight to influence all Orders and De- 
grees of Men among us, cordially to approve of, and join 
in fo pious and Chriſtian an Undertaking, 

As to the Validity of Presbyterian Ordination, I ſhall here 
only obſerve, that were we to deny it, we muſt, at the 
ſame Time, render invalid the Ordination of all the Re- 
formed Churches abroad, as well as the Church of Scotland. 
There is, I remember, a remarkable Inſtance in favour of 
this Sentiment, to be met with in Archbiſhop Sper/twood's 
Hiſtory of that Church, on Occaſion of a Motion made 
for re- ordaining of ſome who had before been ordained by 
the Preſbytery of Scetland, in the Reign of James I. when 


Tia. page 9,8, 
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the learned Biſhop Andrews, and four other Biſhops then 
preſent, confeſſed and acknowledged the Validity of their 
Ordination, and would not re-ordain them, becauſe, as 
they then declared, the Ordination of the Reformed Churches 
abroad, would thereby be called in Queſtion. 4 | 

Thus have I finiſhed what was at firſt propoſed ; and be- 
ſides what has been urged to thoſe of our Communion, to 
prevail on them to entertain Thoughts of Love and Unity 
towards their Brethren, who unhappily differ from them, 
and to promote and aſſiſt in a Comprehenſion, ſo far as lies 
in their Power ; I would now more immediately apply my- 
ſelf to the Diſſenting Laity, and in the Spirit of Meekneſs, 
exhort them alſo to conquer their Prejudices, to abate of 
their Aſperity, and to join in whatever may contribute to 
unite us in one haly Communion ; that ſo our Diviſions 
may no longer ſcandalize our Profeſſion, and afford Papifts 
jar Infidels an Argument and Objection againſt our Reli- 


n, _ 

2 Bat it may be proper, in the firſt Place, to obſerve, that 
the Reaſoni a Arguments I have made uſe of, to per- 
ſuade the Diſſenting Laity to an Union with us, and a Com- 
pliance with the Tm of our Communjon, are intended 
by me, as much to convince them of the Duty and Neceſ- 
ſity of their conforming now to our preſent Eftabliſhment, 
as at any future Time, in Caſe our Liturgy ſhould be re- 
viewed, and ſuch other Alterations made in our Offices of 
public Worſhip, as to our Government might be thought 
convenient; and this in order to avoid Schiſm and Diſſen- 
tion, and to preſerve that Union and Chriſtian Fellowſhip 
among us, which is ſo earneſtly preſſed and recommended 
to their ſerious Conſideration, and, as I think, by many co- 
gent, concluſive. and powerful Arguments. Becauſe Union 
and Chriſtian Communion at all Times become a Duty, 


where it can reaſonably be obtained, as well as the dange- 


rous Conſequence of Schiſm and Diſſention, is always to be 
dreaded and avoided, as far as is poſſible; nor is this View 
of mine any way inconſiſtent with my wiſhing for, deſiring, 
and recommending to our Governors the ſeveral Alterations 
and Amendments before ſpecified, which alſo appear to me 
to be highly neceſſary and expedient ; for the many Reaſons 
that have been —_ „was there not a Diſſenter in England. 
And were our Liturgy, Articles, aud Canons, to be 1 this 


. 
Time carefully and judicioufly reviewed, altered, and cor- 
rected, where needful, and the Bible newly tranſlated ; agd 
this undertaken by learned, diſcreet, pious, and peaceahle 
Men, to be lawfully authorized for that Purpoſe, it would, 
no doubt, remove many Objections now made by Diſſen- 
ters, and perhaps the ſame would not again become neceſ- 
fary, ſo long as the World itſelf ſhall endure ; in regard we 
can never expect to attain a more exact Knowledge in the 
Original Languages, or for the Engliſʒ Tongue to arrive at 
greater Perfection, than what the preſent Age affords. And 
this being once effected, it may be the means of extinguiſh- 
ing = eyer all Sects among Protęſtants, but that of the 
akers. 4 3 
As to the Diſſenting Laity, to whom I now chiefly ad- 
dreſs myſelf, let me entreat them to conſider, ** that there 
is manifeſtly between us a Breach of that Communion of 
Saints, that Union and Spiritual Society, which the Goſpel 
requires among Chri/lians. You moft certainly feparite 
from, and hold not Communion with us. In the Language 
of the primitive Church, there is Altar ſet up againſt Altar, 
Worſhip againſt Worſhip, Paſtor againft Paftor. If there 
ever was a Schiſm in any Age or Part of the Chriſtian 
Church, I apprehend, here is one between us; and it near- 
concerns us to examine who is in Fault. 
That this Separation has been made by your Departure 
from the Church of England, and not we from you, is a 
Fact none can deny. For tho? there are ſome, who were 
never Members of our Church, being brought up from their 
Childhood in a diſſenting Way, yet if their Predeceſſors de- 
parted from us, and they continue the Separation in the 
ſame Manner, and that ſuch Separation was at firſt ſinful, 
then, by a Parity of Reafon, thoſe who continue in and ad- 
here to the preſent Separation, muſt alſo, in ſome Degree, 
e e of their Sin; and nothing can excuſe ſuch from the 
uilt of Schiſm, unleſs they can aſſign ſufficient Reaſons to * 
juſtify it. Indeed, if our Church requires any thing un- 
wful, as a Condition of Communion, and you cannot 
Join in our Worſhip and Offices, without doing ſomething 
forbidden by Chriſt, then are we the Schiſmatics, and not 
you. But if, on the contrery, you can join in our Wor- 
ſhip and Offices, without breaking the Laws of Chris, then 
are we guiltleſs, and the Sin of * Separation, let the Na- 
| 2 ture 
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ture of it be what it will, muſt lie on you. This is the 
proper Rule to govern ourſelves by. When God and Man 
command different Things, there is no Queſtion but God is 
#0 be obeyed rather than Man, Acts iv. 19. But when our 
lawful Superiors enjoin nothing forbidden by God's' Law, 


then ſurely we may obey Man, without o ending God; 


ſince God has commanded us, to obey and ſubmit ourſelves to 
Thoſe who rule over us, and watch for our Souls, Heb. xiii. 17. 
and I apprehend, - whoever pays this Submiſſion to them, 


within the proper Limits of their Authority, performs a a 
Chriſtian Duty, and obeys God, by obeying them. I have 


before admitted, that if any Perſon is perſuaded in his on 


Mind, that our Terms of Communion are ſinful, that he 
Tannot, in ſuch Caſe, innocently conform ; but then it con- 


cerns all ſuch, carefully to examine the Grounds of this 


Perſuaſion, and to make uſe of all Means of Inſtruction, 
to be rightly informed of the Points in Diſpute ; and, on 
this Enquiry, to diveſt themſelves of all Paſſion and Preju- 
dice, and to regard with equal Attention what is ſaid on 
both Sides. I muſt alſo obſerve, that ſuch Enquiry ſhould 


be confined to the Lawfulneſs, or Unlawfulneſs of the Thing 


ſcrupled ; for in this only is Conſcience concerned. If the 
Things which offend are confeſſed to be in their own Na- 
ture indifferent, that is, neither commanded nor forbidden 
by God, then ſuch Things, when commanded, .can be no 


Juſt Reaſon, in Conſcience, for any one to ſeparate from us. 


For what do ſuch mean, when they ſay, they can't in Con- 


ſcience join with us? Is it not, that they ſhould thereby of- 


fend God ? Nothing can be a Rule of Conſcience, but ſome 
Law of God; and if it be acknowledged, that the Things 
you are required to comply with, be not forbidden by God, 
then certainly you cannot oftend God by compiying with 
them; for where there is no Law, there is no Tranſgreſſuon ; 
and conſequently, there is no Room to plead Conſcience in 
the Caſe. If it ſhould be faid, you do not condemn our 
Worſhip, or the Ceremonies preſcribed in it, as unlawful, 
but that you like another way of Worſhip better ; you think 
our Ceremonies improper, inexpedient, &c. which are ſuf- 
ficient Reaſons for departing from us. | 5 

To this I anſwer, that theſe are, at moſt, but Conſide- 
rations of Prudence, perhaps only of Humour, but certainly 
not of Conſcience, For let it be conſidered, that all 4 

© 


(37) 
of Men in public Warſhip is impoſlible, - unleſs Things of 
mere prudential Conſideration are ſubmitted to ſome pub- 
lic-Determination. - | ITE 


The Nature of the Thing, and alſo the Apoſtle's Precept 
requires, that Decency and Order, 1 Cor. xiv. 40. ſhould be 
Preſerved in public Worſhip ; but without obſerving ſome 
Rules, "theſe Ends cannot be obtained; and ſince there are 
not, and perhaps could not be preſcribed any ſpecial Rules 

in Scripture for theſe Things in all Ages, it muſt remain a 
Matter of Prudence and Diſcretion z and in ſuch Points, 
Men always have, and ever will differ in Opinion; and 
there is no Way poſſible for a Society of Men to be united 
in Sentiment, with reſpect to ſuch Particulars, than by the 
Submiffion of the minor Part to the Judgment of the ma- 
jor; or, which is the ſame, to refer the Determination to 
ſome common Authority? And this, I conceive, is agree- 
able to your own Practice, in many Inſtances. For is it 
not left to each of your Miniſters, to determine in theſe 


| 
Things for himſelf and you, to obſerve what Order he pleaſes 
| 


in Prayer, Inſtruction, &c. and to uſe what Geſtures he 
thinks fit in his ſeveral Adminiftrations? Do not you ac- 
quieſce in his Choice for himſelf and you, and ſubmit your 
own Behaviour to his Advice or Direction? And what moro 
is required of you by the Church from which you ſeparate, 
but only to ſubmit your own Behaviour to the Direction of 
your Paſtors * ? | 

„No Doubt you would be glad, that ſuch Way of 
Worſhip, and ſuch a Scheme of Church Fellowſhip, as 
you moſt approve, - ſhould be generally received and eſtab- 
liſhed. This, (whatever it may be now) was the profeſt 
Deſire of all Perſons of any Character, amongſt your Mi- 
niſters, from the Beginning of the Separation; and the 
unhappy Covenant, which your Predeceſſors entered into, 
in it's firſt Article, declares this, to be it's Intention. 
Te bring the Churches of God, in the three Kingdoms, to the 
neareſt Conjunction, and Uniformity in Religion, Confeſſun of 
Faith, Form of Church Government, and Directory for Wor- 
ſhip and catechiſing ;, that they, and their Poſterity aſter them, 
might as Brethren live in Faith and Love. In which 
Profeſſion it was then very truly ſuppoſed, (and there 


Dr. Roger's Addreſs. 
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feems to be the ſame Reafon for it now) that it is the 
Duty of all Chriſtians, to live together as Brethren in 
Paith a7 the td, and that the moſt — — to this 
nd, is ſome Sort of an Eſtabliſoment; or a Conjunction and 
Vniformity in Reliciarl Confellion of Faith, &c. ' But 
this is impoſſible, without a Submiſſion. of ſome; to the 
Judgment of others. FIVE, 0 
In all Caſes of this Nature, the Bounds of private Con- 
fideration, muſt be the Lawfulneſs, or Unlawfulneſs, of 
what is eſtablihed: But in Queſtions of Expediency, it is 
dux bounden Duty, and what the Nature of all Society re- 
quires, that we ſhould ſubmit our ſeveral Sivan” Figh 
ments, to the Judgment of public Authority; not only 
Civil Concerns, but, alſo as to the Externals of Religion; 
and that no Uniformity of Men or Churches, in Conteffion 
of Faith, Form of Government or Worſhip, can be efta- 
bliſhed ; and, conſequently, no Brotherly Union in Faith 
and Love be. preſerved, upon any Scheme, imaginable, 
without admitting theſe Principles.“ 
If our modern Diſſenters ſhould happen to differ, in Sen- 
timent and Practice, from their Predeceſſors, with Reſpect 
to ſome Sort of an Eftabliſhment, or Uniformity in divine 
Worſhip, and therein diſſent from them, as they do from 
us, I think the more is the Pity ; and which evidently de- 
monſtrates, that when once an unreaſonable Spirit of Diſſen- 
tion prevails, Chriſtian Liberty, ſo valuable in itſelf, may 
inſenſibly degenerate into Licentiouſneſs; unleſs carefully 
watched, and kept within due Bounds. 1 
Indeed where the Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulnefs of an 
Action is in Queſtion, the Law of God, in the Books of 
Holy Scripture, is dqubtleſs the Rule and Meaſure of every 
Chriſtian Duty: ſo far as the Direction of that Law reaches 
| and tho? in enquiring into the Senſe of that Law, we are 
bound to uſe all proper Methods of Information, and among 
thoſe, as one of the, moſt neceſſary, to conſult and adviſe 
with Perſons, of whoſe ſuperior Knowledge, we may rea- 
ſonably preſume to conſide in, and eſpecially thoſe, who 
are ever us in the Lord, and to pay as much Deference to 
their Authority, as it is fit and reaſonable for us to do, in 
an Enquiry into the meaning of any other ancient Book 3 
yet, if in the Reſult of ſuch Application, we cannot be 


ſatisfied, but that the Action required from us, is, or 
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ſeems to be, forbidden by God's Law, we muſt not then, 
in Compliance with any Authority, perform it. If we thus 
pleaſe Mm, we cannot alſo be the Servants of Chrift, Gal. i. 
10. But where the Queſtion is only concerning Expedi- 
ency and Inexpediency, &c. there the Command of the 
Apoſtle ſhould take Place, — that we ſpeak the ſame Things, 
be of one Accord, and join together in the ſame Mind, &. 
But how muſt this be effected? By all exactly concurring, 
in one and the ſame Judgment? No, ſurely ; this is not to 
be expected. But this is his DireQion,—to lay afide all 
Strife, and Vain-Glory, in Lowlineſs of Mind, each gſterm - 
ing others better than themſelves; and as he elſewhere re- 
quires, ſubmitting ene to another. When we have tried and 
conſidered all Schemes of being united, as the Apoſtle com- 
mands, this only will be found practicable in Society; that 
in all Queſtions of Expediency, as before obſerved, the one 
Part muſt ſubmit to the Judgment of the other; the leſſer 
to the greater, or which will be the fame thing in Refult, 
the whole ſubmit to the Judgment of public Authority; 
and, conſequently, this the Apoſtle muſt be underſtood to 
command; for if Submiſſion be, in the Nature of the 
Thing neceſſary to fuch Union, as he enjoins ; when he en- 
joins the Union, he muſt enjoin the Submiflion : And if the 
one be a Duty the other muſt be ſo too .“ 

And for Exhortation to ſo good and Chriſtian a Work, as 
that of a happy Union among Proteſtants, let me accoſt 
you in the Words of Archbiſhop Hate : Remember how 
earneſtly our bleſſed Saviour prayed to his Father, that all 
who ſhould believe on him, might be one; and that he has 
made it the Badge of our Diſcipleſhip : By this ſhall all 
Men know, that ye are my Diſciples, if ye bue one another. 
How paſſionately did St. Paul exhort the Diſciples of the 
Goſpel, by the Name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that they all 
ſpeak the ſame Things ; that there be no Divifcons among them 
that they be per feciiy joined together in the ſame Mind, and the 
fame Judgment, 1 Cor. i. 10. With what an affectionate 
Earneſtneſs does he beſeech them to Love and Unity : If 
there be any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any Comfort of Love, if 
any Fellywſbip of the Spirit, if any Bowels and Mercies, fulfil 
Je my Foy, be ye like minded, having the ſams Love, being of 
eng Accord, and ene Mind. Phil. ii. 232. * 
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(49) 
„And may I not beg leave, tho' not with the Authority, 
yet with the Charity of St. Paul, to apply all this to thoſe 
unhappy Diviſions, that at this Time rend in Pieces the 
Church of Chriſt among us; and beſeech you, by all thoſe 


endearing Conſiderations, to purſue thoſe Things which 


may make for our Peace; and for the cloſing of thaſe 
Breaches, which the Malice of our Enemies, too ſucceſsfully 
begun, and our own Weakneſs, has too fatally kept up ee, 
us. Never certainly was there a Time, ſince the Name 
Separation was heard of among us, in which we had greater 
Reaſon to conſider of ſuch an Union; or, I hope, a fairer 
Opportunity, to promiſe ourſelves an Accompliſhment 'of 
it; only let us on all Hands be as careful to improve it, as 
I am perſwaded we have all of us, not only ſeemed to de- 
fire, but have indeed earneſtly longed for it. Let us then 
unite in the ſtricteſt League of Friendſhip with one another. 
This will indeed render both ourſelves and our Reli- 
gion glorious to the World ; and may be a happy Augury, 
that the bleſſed Time, ſo long wrapped up in ſacred Pro- 
phecy, is indeed now ready to be revealed; when the 
Church of Chriſt, being purged from thoſe Corruptions that 
bave ſo long defaced it's Beauty, ſhall again appear in it's 
Primitive Purity : When all Hereſy and Schiſm being every 
where aboliſhed, and the Myſtery of Iniquity laid fully 
open, and the Man of Sin deſtroyed ; true 3 and 
ſincere Piety ſhall again reign throughout the World. O 
bleſſed State of the Church-Militant here on Earth! The 
glorious Ante-Paſt of that Peace and Piety, which God has 
prepared for his Church triumphant in Heaven! Who 
would not wiſh to ſee thoſe Days, when a general Refor- 
mation, and a true Zeal, and a perfect Charity paſſing 
thro' the World, we ſhould all be united in the ſame Faith, 
the ſame Worſhip, the ſame Communion and Fellowſhip one 
with another ; when the Holy Scriptures ſhall again triumph. 
over the vain Traditions of Men ; and Religion no longer 
take it's Denomination from little Seas and Factions, but. 
we ſhall be content with the ſame common primitive Names 
of Chriſtians and Brethren ; and live together as becomes 
our Character, in Brotherly Love, and Chriſtian Charity, 
with one another.” *% 
To conclude : The Zeal I have for the true Proteſtant 
Religion, for the Hongus gf pu Church, and for $ firm 
325 Dion 
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Union _—_ Brethren, was the great Motive to this Un- 


dertaking. I have ſtudiouſly avoided all Expreſſions tending 
to Strife. and Animoſity, or whatever might ſeem to widen 
our Differences; and my hearty Prayers are, that he 
who is the God of Peace, and Fountain of Wiſdom, 
would ſo direct the Counſels of thoſe in Authority, and 
incline the Hearts of the People, that we may not be dri- 
ven into the Abyſs of Popery, but that true Religion be- 
ing preſerved among us, we may with one Heart and one 
Mind, ſerve the only true God, shro' his only Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Prince of Peace, and our alone Mediator and 
Advocate.” Amen. 


February 2, 17 47-8. 
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Page 1. Line 16. after, ſays he, read 7 preſume I may; l. 20. 
read, and /o does the Author. Page 15. Line 14. read, after 
weet, Bread. 
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